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shek's policy does not rely on a base for long-drawn resistance
and carries with it the inevitability of the cancellation of even the
progress that China has made from feudalism and towards national1
capitalism. That is why Chiang's strategy of exchanging space
for time has failed because under these conditions a protracted
war could bring only regression. That is also the reason why
the Kuomintang administration has degenerated into feudal fas-
cism which is historically no further advanced than the old Man-
churian imperial rule and places similar impracticable barriers
in front of productive development. The fact that such a degen-
erated regression has taken place carried with it the need for
a monstrous growth of the feudal mechanism of suppression
since China had after all been the scene of progressive and revo-
lutionary movements for many years. It is a feudal mechanism
that4rules China through the playing off of groups, one against'
the other, and the playing off of the Japs and the Communists
against each other on the one hand and of the British and Ame-
ricans against Japanese and against the Soviet Union on the
other.

It is obvious that under these conditions the most corrupt
and backward elements in national life gained full play as the
most dependable support for Chiang's rule and that moral cor-
ruption set in among all elements of the intellectuals and bureau-
cracy who did not take a clear democratic progressive anti-Japa-
nese line regardless of the reasons involved. It is a common
thing in China to meet people who tell about their friends who
had been patriotic young people in 1937 but have now become
secret service agents or corrupt professionals. People in Chung-
king say that during the war years good people have become bad
and bad ones have become not only worse but richer.

The feudal mechanism of Chiang's rule is born from the
very nature of the Kuomintang. However, the most serious fea-
ture has not yet been treated. Though Chiang Kai-shek remains
nationalist in his utterances there is very little doubt that he has
in practice ordered some of his generals to go over to the Japa-
nese. But the Kuomintang armies in North China could not
without national and international complications launch large-
scale attacks on the Communist forces. Such armies as that of
Pang Peng-shen now draw their supplies and pay from the'Japs
while fighting exclusively against the Chinese Communists, and
not against the Kuomintang, which is a cheap way of carrying
on a civil war. There are to be found in Kuomintang forces peo-
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